an , ee | Government of Canada Gouvernement du Canada 
aes: . i Minister of State for Youth Ministre d’Etat a la Jeunesse 
| 


Canada 
Employment Centres 
for Students 

Activity report 


Summer 1988 


f ™~ 
ag Ey 
an 
« . J* > 
a, 
ao 


Canada 

Employment Centres 
for Students 

Activity report 


Summer 1988 


6000 Y011/4/89 


Sa 


Ss 


< 


c 


S 


\ 


YS 


RS 


<2. 


aN 
. 


< 


< 


. 


Ze 


Fitness and Amateur Sport and 


ter of State for Youth, 


Is 


in 


Hon. Jean Charest, M 


D 
te 
5 
Q 
= 
° 
” 
= 
be 
© 
= 
ep 
ose) 
© 
D 
= 
© 
® 
Q 
‘e) 
ass, 
& 
ro) 
rd 
ee 
re) 
c 
© 
ee 
Bo 
Os} 
Shed 
We 
oN 
i 
of 
as 
=c 
=) 
© O 
Qs 
SE 
© 
a 
= 2 
oq 
t¢ 
oa 
© 
Fd =) 
© 
© 
rea 
QAO 


Minister of State 
Youth 


The Honourable 


Ministre d’Etat 
Jeunesse 


L’honorable 


Jean J. Charest 


A Message from the 


Minister of State for Youth 


| am pleased to present the 1988 Activity 


Report on Canada Employment Centres 
for Students (CECs-S). 

This year marks the 2Oth anniversary 
of the Canada Employment Centres for 
Students. The Centres first opened in 
1968 when Canada Employment 
Centres, then known as Canada Man- 
power Centres, noted an increased 
demand for services during late spring 
and summer as students entered the 
workforce, seeking practical experience 
and a way to help finance their educa- 
tions. CECs-S were the answer. 

Over the past two decades, hundreds 
of thousands of young people have 
benefited from the program. This year 
approximately 400,000 students across 
Canada found work through CECs-S, 


more than double the number assisted in 


the program’s early years. Our student 


workforce benefits business by providing 


a reliable resource of talented, 
enthusiastic workers. 


Ottawa, Canada K1A OJ9 


| want to thank the business 
community, homeowners, organizations 
and Members of Parliament for their 
generous response in hiring these young 
people, the students themselves for their 
enthusiastic on-the-job performance and 
the CEC-S staff for their dedication in 
bringing the two together. | ask each in- 
dividual involved to accept my thanks 
and appreciation. 


Jean J. Charest 
Minister of State for Youth 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/6111/7097279 


Services of the CECs-S 


Canada Employment Centres for Stu- 
dents are a focal point in local communi- 
ties for summer student employment 
services and information. CECs-S activi- 


ties include: 


individual interviews of students to 
determine summer employment 
needs and to provide job search 


advice; 


visits to employers to discover 
summer job vacancies and to pro- 


mote CECs-S services; 


e selection and referral to employers of 
students best qualified to meet the 


requirements of their summer job 


vacancies; 


e jabour market information; and 


Statistical Summary 
of CECs-S Activity - 1988 


_ Total vacancies notified: 
Total placements: 


457,443 
397,429 


Regional Statistics 


Region 


Newfoundland 

Nova Scotia 

New Brunswick 

Prince Edward Island 
Quebec 

Ontario 

Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta/N.W.T. 

British Columbia/Yukon 


Vacancies Notified 


14,041 
25,149 
15,940 
2,126 
90,855 
181,232 
12,103 
13,639 
42.716 
40,347 


e information on federal and provincial 
government summer employment 
programs. 


Total Placements 
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Profile of CECs-S 


at Work in their Communities 


B.C./Yukon Activities Highly 
Varied 


Every July, the 47 CECs-S in the B.C./ 
Yukon Territory region hold a “Casual 
Job Competition” to encourage the 
hiring of students for odd jobs and part- 
time positions during the summer. The 
eight-day event has become a tradition. 

Prince Rupert held a salmon barbecue 
in a shopping mall with students tending 
the coals and patrons receiving a dis- 
count on the meal if they pledged to hire 
a student. The gastronomical delights 
were donated. 

Students caddied for local employers 
and personalities during a golf tourna- 
ment organized by the Tenth Avenue 
office in Metro Vancouver, while stu- 
dents in the West Broadway office and 
Victoria constructed “hire-a-student”’ 
floats for local parades. 

In Penticton, disc jockeys from two 
local radio stations staffed the CEC-S 
and took orders from employers as part 
of the promotion. 


Special Effort in Alberta 


Alberta’s “Hire-A-Student” (HAS) offices 
joined forces to make a special effort to 
find jobs for students requiring 
assistance due to physical disabilities or 
other barriers. 

A hearing-impaired student in Calgary 
was matched with an employer who 
Knew sign language and later, because 
he was an aspiring veterinarian, was 
placed at a beauty parlour for animals 
where he bathed cats, dogs and even 
lizards. 


Several disadvantaged students in Red 
Deer did odd jobs for older people on 
Senior Citizens’ Day. Two computer jobs 
were filled by a young paraplegic in 
Edmonton and a student with cerebral 
palsy in Calgary. A Native student with 
an artificial leg found work in Slave Lake. 
An entire family found work in Wetaski- 
win where the mother, a mature student, 
was placed in full-time employment while 
the children did odd jobs. 

The “Hire-A-Student” program as a 
whole was successful on many fronts, 
but finding work for students with special 
needs was particularly rewarding for the 
Staff. 


Successful Days Make Up 
Saskatchewan HAS Week 


Theme days such as Student Apprecia- 
tion Day, Homeowners’ Day and Hospi- 
tality Day helped make HAS week a 
success in Regina. Particularly notable 
was Entrepreneur Day which focused on 
the creative ideas and initiative of stu- 
dents. Recipients of Student Business 
Loans provided details of their business- 
es which were then written into brief 
stories and distributed to local media. 
The result was a major feature story in 
the Leader Post, one of Saskatchewan’s 
major newspapers. 


Manitoba Stresses Creativity 

The 10 Student/Youth Employment 
Centres in Manitoba (amalgamation of 
CECs-S and the provincial Youth Job 
Centre program) were especially crea- 
tive. From dressing up as grapes and 
bananas in Winnipeg and handing out 
fruit juices under the banner “Enjoy the 
Fruits of Student Labour’, to relocating 
the Portage La Prairie office onto a busy 
downtown sidewalk for a day, the 
promotional efforts in Manitoba were 
highly original. 

HAS week was launched with federal, 
provincial, municipal and private-sector 
representatives and dignitaries making a 
coordinated province-wide appeal to bus- 
iness people to hire students for summer 
openings. 

Thompson staff made a float for the 
Nickel Days parade which won the Most 
Humorous Float award after it disin- 
tegrated in the parade-day rain storm. 
Other events included job-a-thon 
challenges, celebrity baseball tourna- 
ments, hot-dog sales and a strawberry 
pick. The activities generated excellent 
media coverage. 


Dog Washes, Horse Races, Cake 
Walks in Ontario 


From car washes to dog washes, bus 
pulls to horse races, fun runs to cake 
waiks, Ontario CECs-S held a kaleido- 
scope of colourful promotional events. 
Woodstock staff needed just one day to 
turn a tractor and hay wagon into a float. 
Parry Sound staff cleaned up litter and 
encouraged the community to pitch in by 
distributing garbage bags. Thunder Bay 
staff worked with the Canada Employ- 
ment Centre on Campus at Lakehead 
University to hire students to help re- 
create Mackenzie’s historic voyages 
across Canada. Sixteen students from 
across Canada took part. 


In a province-wide initiative, CEC-S 
workers from a number of communities 
walked down Toronto’s Yonge Street 
carrying a giant match symbolizing the 
matching of students and employers. 
They were greeted at City Hall by dis- 
trict office staff and a giant 8-by 11-foot 
cake. Also in Toronto was Future Build- 
ing ’88 where students could learn more 
about the province’s largest employer, 
the building industry, and register for 
construction jobs across the province. 

Ontario CECs-S boast a track record 
of filling 90 per cent of their job vacan- 
cies within 48 hours. 


Technology Improves Quebec 
Placements 


Technology allowed IO CECs-S across 
Quebec to link up with a central office in 
Trois Rivieres to advertise job orders on 
a daily basis in the morning paper Le 
Nouvelliste. This allowed students not 
living near a CEC-S to review job offers 
and contact the appropriate office when 
they found one of interest. Technology 
was also used in shopping malls at job 
information booths sponsored by the 
Quebec City Chamber of Industry and 
Commerce. With the help of a keyboard 
and a television monitor, students could 
research job openings in specific areas 
and have them displayed on the screen. 

Quebec found itself in the happy posi- 
tion of having more job offers than 
students. Altogether, 16,141 students 
registered and I7,850 placements were 
made. Students were surveyed to elicit 
opinions and suggestions on the pro- 
gram; results will be studied over the 
winter. 


New Brunswick Meets New 
Challenge 


New Brunswick CECs-S faced a new 
Challenge in the summer of 1988 when 
the Province of New Brunswick opted to 
use CECs-S to fill its own Summer jobs. 
A central office was established in 
Fredericton to coordinate the receipt of 
job orders and distribute them to the 
appropriate CEC-S. Provincial 
spokespersons reported they were 
pleased with the results, especially the 
fact that many summer jobs were now 
available to a greater number of stu- 
dents. A total of 2,02! placements were 
made as a result of the additional effort 
invested by CEC-S staff. 

“Help us help each other’ was the 
theme of a jog-a-thon in Newcastle in 
which money collected from sponsors 
went into a petty cash used to pay stu- 
dents working for senior citizens and 
disabled people. A similar approach was 
used in Campbellton. Another worthy 
event was a blood donor clinic in St. 
John. 


Kindling Nova Scotia’s 
Entrepreneurial Spirit 


Students keen on establishing their own 
businesses next summer met with the 
experts when CECs-S at Glace Bay and 
Sydney held an industrial symposium 
bringing students together with academ- 
ics, business people, venture capitalists, 
manufacturers, bankers and government 
officials. Events included formal presen- 
tations, question-and-answer sessions, a 
reception and opportunities for individual 
attention. Participants were enthusiastic, 
the hopeful result being knowledgeable 
student entrepreneurs in Summer ’89. 

Amherst CEC-S staff lost sleep over 
placements when they staged a job-a- 
thon, refusing to leave the office until 
they received 100 job orders. With 
media support, it took about 27 hours to 
reach their goal. 


Altogether the 15 Nova Scotia CECs-S 
visited 19,000 employers and house- 
holders; others were reached through 
promotional events such as outdoor con- 
certs, pancake breakfasts, and tree 
plantings. 


Expanding Services in P.E.I. 


Summerside followed Charlottetown’s ex- 
ample by installing its own job line, 
separate from the regular CEC phone 
numbers. This allowed students to call 
from home daily for a recording of job 
vacancies — a particularly important ele- 
ment in rural areas. The Summerside 
CEC-S also implemented another innova- 
tion by posting job orders rather than 
registering students. People interested in 
specific jobs informed the CEC-S staff 
who interviewed the individuals on behalf 
of the employer. Another operational 
success was the pilot project on the 
non-mandatory use of CECs-S to fill 
SEED openings. 

On the whole, P.E.I. was abuzz with 
promotional activities under the HAS 
mascot — Busy Bee. Events included 
everything from river-raft races to career 
days to balloon releases, with reportings 
of balloon sightings from as far away as 
Newfoundland. 


Decked Out in Newfoundland 


Fifty-two student volunteers in Stephen- 
ville donned sandwich boards — made 
by CEC-S staff — each representing a 
suit of cards, and ‘‘decked out” the envi- 
rons of a public poker game between 
the Mayor and the CEC-S Manager. The 
event attracted tremendous media sup- 
port and publicity for the CEC-S. 

In Grand Falls, CEC-S staff held after- 
noon socials at senior citizens’ homes, a 
celebrity day at McDonalds, and a chil- 
dren’s day at the park where a puppet 
show was presented emphasizing the 
importance of staying in school. 

Busy Signals, a CEC-S newsletter, 
was launched in consultation with Em- 
ployment Operations, as an avenue for 
information exchange. 


1988 National Hire-A-Student Promotions 
and Advertising Campaign 


Every spring and summer, in hundreds tion tools aimed at homeowners provide 
of Canadian towns and cities, CECs-S concrete examples of the odd jobs stu- 
staff suddenly become high-profile dents undertake during the summer. All 
members of the community. In addition materials are widely distributed. Bank 
to refreshing, innovative promotional tellers, serving persons and store man- 
activities at the local level, a multi-media nequins frequently sport Hire-A-Student 
Hire-A-Student campaign is conducted buttons. Pamphlets are inserted in 
on a national scale to encourage grocery bags, utility bills and bank state- 
businesspeople, homeowners and ments as well as in mailouts, house- 
organizations to hire students during the holders and handouts. Posters appear 
summer months. Posters, pamphlets, on community notice boards and in store 
banners, buttons and radio advertise- windows. 
ments are the primary components. Hire-A-Student radio advertisements 

Promotional materials for employers aired in June, build on the message con- 
emphasize the talents and skills students | veyed through the Business Drive for 
can bring to the workplace. Communica- Jobs radio campaign. 
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